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“Thank you so much for offering our family this
opportunity! Every time I try to describe how amazing
and truly special this whole experience was for all of us,
but especially Joey, I find myself at a loss for words. Just
the fact that he was able to get through several days
away from us, let alone ENJOY pretty much every
moment, is extraordinary... And then there's the fact that
I was able to say goodbye and be away from HIM for
several days, only because I knew he was in such good
hands. Of course all parents worry, but there's a very
unique set of worries that come along with parenting a
child with epilepsy; you worry about safety differently,
you think about your child's limits differently. This
experience has taught us all so much about Joey and
about our family, and given us a whole new appreciation
for just how AWESOME he truly is. To call him my hero
is completely inadequate, and to say this was a
milestone summer for all of us is an understatement. We
all gained such renewed confidence in him. Amazing.
Thank you again.”

ADVOCACY
“I didn’t know what to expect, I’d never been
away from my parents for that long. It’s been
great to spend time with all these people because
you never feel alone and that’s something
important for everyone with some kind of issue so
this was a really important experience for me.”
“My school is tough. You’re told
that you’re the only one.
And you come here and see that’s not true.
And there are so many people like me.”

“At school you can’t talk about it, having seizures.
Then you come here and see that you’re not
alone. Other people have seizures.”
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“I’m not alone.”
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“I have learned how different types of
epilepsy affect people in varying ways;
how they have and continue to deal with
their epilepsy.”
“You need to advocate for yourself and let others
know how you feel about certain things and that’s
the only way you will find the change you desire.”

“I learned to work with groups and
know when to ask for help when needed.”

INVESTING IN
RESEARCH

"I didn't have anyone to turn to until I found Epilepsy Foundation
New England. The research innovations the Foundation
supports give me hope
where once I had none."
- Oliver, 19 year old hockey player, college freshmen, MA
resident, Young Leaders Network member,
and person living with epilepsy
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“The oil delivery is a great help.
More than you would realize. It
is very difficult to live off my
income from disability, and the
financial stress never stops.
That's Life, but knowing we do
not have to worry about being
cold right now means a lot.” Cal, age 67
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